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Society purposely curtailed the range of its instruc-
tion on the ground that "there Is a risk of elevating
those who are doomed to the drudgery of daily labour
above their station, and rendering them unhappy and
discontented with their lot." In the matter of details,
both men worked out systematically the idea of instruct-
ing through monitors, and both used a desk covered
with sand1 as a means of teaching writing; but in other
respects Lancaster elaborated the method more than
Bell. By having the speller or other text printed in
large type and suspending it from the -wall, he made one
book serve for a whole class, or even for the entire school.
Through the use of slates and dictation he had five hun-
dred boys spell and write the same word at the same
time. He arranged a new method in arithmetic whereby
any child who could read might teach the subject with
accuracy. Moreover, although a member of the Society
of Friends, Lancaster introduced more military discipline
into his system than did his rival- He believed in com-
pany organization, drill, regimental control, precision,
and a prompt observance of the word of command. He
also developed a system of badges, tickets, offices, and
other rewards, and, in order to avoid flogging, a set of
punishments by which the offender was made an object
of ridicule rather than physical pain. There were also
a number of unessential differences between the two
1 See footnote i on p. 240.